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Endless pursuit of economic destruction 

Towards any major election in Zimba-

bwe, ZANU PF devises rigging mecha-

nisms intended to entrench its hold on 

power. Despite losing support from the 

majority of Zimbabweans, the political 

party continues to use violence as a 

power retention mechanism negating 

the democratic right of citizens to freely 

select their leaders.   

 

The year 2012 poses as a crucial year 

for most Zimbabweans as they gear up 

for the referendum and possible elec-

tions. Zanu (PF) has since reactivated 

its terror machinery countrywide spear-

headed by its youth militia and war vet-

erans in a chilling reminder to Zimba-

bweans that the forces of darkness that 

stalked the run-up to the June 2008 

presidential run-off have reincarnated. 

The party‟s infamous militia groups in-

clude Chipangano in Mbare, Top Six in 

Chinhoyi and Jochomondo in Hurungwe  

Residents of the high density suburb of 

Mbare are living in fear as they are 

aware of the repercussions of not sup-

porting Zanu (PF), excommunication, 

displacement and torture. In Mbare, 

Chipangano has taken over most coun-

cil operations while the Member of Par-

liament (MP) for the area and Move-

ment for Democratic Change (MDC) of-

ficial, Honourable Piniel Denga is virtu-

ally barred from accessing his constitu-

ency. They are well known for demand-

ing payments from the ordinary people 

on the grounds that „Mbare is Zanu pf 

territory‟.  

 

Recently, Restoration of Human Rights 

Zimbabwe (ROHR) spokesperson, Mr. 

Sten Zvorwadza was intimidated, as-

saulted and victimized by pro-Zanu pf 

supporters in Mbare while installing par-

affin tanks in the area. Chipangano, 

which has become a law unto itself 

thanks to police inaction in reigning in 

the terror group, is reported to be be-

hind a spate of violence in many parts 

of Harare including the disruption of an 

MDC-T rally in Sunningdale in March 

2012 and the subsequent attacks on 

participants at the meeting. In an inter-

view with the Newsday crew on Thurs-

day the 29th of March 2012, a Chinhoyi 

resident reported that the Top Six has 

caused much suffering to the communi-

ty intimidating and victimizing ordinary 

people.  

‘Sometimes they threaten us with 

violence if we don’t meet their de-

mands. One of them told me that if 

I refuse to give them $5 they would 

take me to their boss come election 

time where they would beat me. 

This kind of behaviour has become 

a cause for concern as nobody is 
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there to protect the ordinary people from such atrocities as police watch 

and let go’. 

Media reports indicate that leaders of the youth Militia are remunerated with vend-

ing stalls, small business opportunities and favours in market areas as well as a 

few beers for embarking on an orgy of senseless violence. Fears abound that the 

resources set aside for youth empowerment and the Community Share Trusts cou-

pled with some resources from the mining industry are used to oil Zanu PF‟s terror 

machinery.  It is indeed mind boggling to note that while all this is happening the 

police have remained silent, taking no action to bring the culprits to book. With 

this in mind the big question posed is who is going to protect the ordinary Zimba-

bweans from such atrocities and who will police the police? The police have be-

come a law upon themselves; they have defied the Police Act under the Constitu-

tion which prohibits them to participate in politics as they have openly declared 

themselves Zanu pf commissars under the pretext of protecting the nation‟s inde-

pendence and sovereignty.  

 

The Zanu (PF) regime perpetuates the `abduction, torture and killing of Zimba-

bwe's citizens to this very day while those responsible remain unaccountable. The 

continued existence of quasi- military groups which cause mayhem in the country, 

with impunity, is testament to Zanu Pf‟s determination to steal another election 

through terror. Members of these groups should face the full wrath of the law.   

 

Efforts by both the Joint Monitoring and Implementation Committee (JOMIC) and 

the Organ on National Healing to promote community cohesion and peaceful co-

existence are meaningless if elements within the inclusive government secretly 

fuel violence through their militia. Disbanding of these groups, which political par-

ties agreed to do in the Global Political Agreement (GPA), is central to enhancing 

chances of a violence free electoral process. Moreover, suggestions by Zanu Pf that 

the Human Rights Commission Bill should limit investigations of human rights vio-

lations to the post 2008 period are intended to award blanket immunity to perpe-

trators of violence and encourage future perpetration. The inclusive government 

should ensure that all rights abuses are investigated and perpetrators incarcerated 

if the country is to experience genuine democratic consolidation.    
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Jenni Williams: a fearless human rights defender 

Crisis in Zimbabwe Coalition wishes to congratulate human rights activist Jenni 

Williams, a founder of the social justice movement Women of Zimbabwe Arise 

(WOZA) for receiving the Amnesty International 2012 Ginetta Sagan Award for 

Women‟s and Children‟s Rights. The award honours activists who persevere, often 

at great personal risk and sacrifice to end human rights abuses against women 

and children.  

 

WOZA has inspired thousands of women and men to stand up for both their civil 

and political rights and social, economic and cultural rights including the rights to 

free speech and assembly, education and food. Over the past decade WOZA, has 

held hundreds of protests resulting in the incarceration of  more than 3,000 WO-

ZA members during the protests . Williams herself has been arrested several 

times , most recently in February during a demonstration to mark WOZA‟s 10th 

anniversary and Valentine‟s Day. The firebrand  activist has been beaten, impris-

oned without food or medical supplies and threatened with execution for fighting 

for the rights of every Zimbabwean. Williams‟ September 2011 arrest resulted in 

charges of kidnapping and theft against her and WOZA program coordinator Ma-

godonga Mahlangu. They are currently on trial.   

 

Despite the evident risk to her life, Williams continues to champion the rights of 
Zimbabweans. WOZA, led by Williams, encourages women and men to speak out 

about issues they may be too fearful to raise alone, including domestic violence 
and rape. Williams has said the WOZA slogan, “Tough Love,” reflects her convic-

tion that “the power of love can conquer the love of power. 

 
Suzanne Nossel, Amnesty International USA executive director, said: “I am so 

proud to honor this brave woman who fights every day for the dignity and rights 

of women and children in Zimbabwe. Few of us can imagine the risks she takes 

every time she leads a protest. Every time Jenni Williams is arrested and jailed 

Amnesty International activists all over the world stand with her to demand her 

freedom. As long as she carries on her courageous work, Amnesty International 

will be by her side.” The Coalition conquers with Nossel‟s sentiments and applauds 

Williams‟ conviction and resilience even in the  face of adversity.  

  

Ginetta Sagan whom the award was named after, was a resistance fighter during 
World War II who was arrested and tortured because of her contribution to the 

struggle. She died in 2000 at the age of 75. Like Sagan, Williams has been arrest-
ed, beaten, harassed, intimidated, and jailed in filthy and danger-

ous prisons. Despite safety concerns for herself, her family and for 
WOZA members she has fought to help change conditions in Zim-

babwe through peaceful protest. 
 

To Jenni Williams we say Congratulations, Makorokoto, Amhlope 
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Councillor  Murambwa released, Chipangano fingered 

Following his abduction at Mbare Musika 

on the 26th of March 2012 by notorious 

ZANU PF militia group, Chipangano, 

Councillor for Ward 13 in the Mazowe 

South District, Vincent Murambwa, was 

released the same day with stern warn-

ings against “kutengesa nyika” (being a 

sell-out). 

Murambwa, for the mere reason that he 

was wearing a Zimrights T-shirt written 

‘Ngozi Haiteveri Akutuma, Inotevera 

Iwe!’ was captured and force-marched 

off a bus he had boarded at Mbare 

Musika. He was then taken to a Chipan-

gano base where he was stripped of the 

T-shirt and accused of being a sell-out. 

They took his identity documents and a 

sum of $60 from his wallet before forc-

ing him to  run  for dear life or  face a 

thorough beating. 

It is worrying that the police have al-

lowed Chipangano to take over Mbare, 

and cause havoc and terror to the high 

density suburb. This incident comes a 

few months after the same group dis-

rupted a fuel station project by Restora-

tion of Human Rights Zimbabwe spokes-

person, Mr. Stan Zvorwadza, claiming 

that Mbare was ZANU PF territory. The 

police who handled the matter acted in 

a purely partisan manner and ended up 

laying false charges on Zvorwadza; of 

threatening to murder ZANU PF activ-
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ists, Clifford Mazarura and Clever 

Ntabende. 

The militia group has gone on to in-

vade business places like Mupedzan-

hamo and Siyaso markets and other 

council properties including Carter 

House which is used as a torture base 

with impunity. Its members assault ci-

vilians and terrorise vendors, forcing 

them to produce ZANU PF membership 

cards and attend rallies. The group is 

also said to have cost Mbare a US$5 

million dollar housing scheme support-

ed by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foun-

dation that would have seen new 

housing units being built for the poor 

in the suburb.  
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